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What does it mean to 

position Puerto Rico as a 

model of racial harmony 

and justice?

What does the idea of 

Puerto Rico as a racial 

utopia tell us not just about 

Puerto Rico, but also about 

how we can understand the 

relationship between Puerto 

Rico and the United States? 

What counts as evidence of 

racism and white 

supremacy in Puerto Rico? 

Does evidence even matter 

under regimes of colorblind 

racism?





AN IMPORTED CONFLICT



CRITICAL WORK ON RACE IN PUERTO RICO





Punitive governance as a 

response to crisis has not 

led to greater public safety 

for many Puerto Ricans. 

Rather, punitive governance 

has only created the illusion 

of safety at the expense of 

low-income and racially 

marginalized populations 

who experience elevated 

levels of insecurity, 

discrimination, violence, 

and death in their 

communities. 


